
Raising Critical Thinkers 
 
In accordance with our Geilenkirchen Elementary School Mission statement, we are 
committed to building a community of students who think and “reason critically.” With 
that goal in mind, here are Home Tips that parents can use to support that important 
development in our children: 
Use the following vocabulary when questioning your child about an assignment or 
article: (from the Application Level of Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
Apply Demonstrate Calculate 
Complete Illustrate Show  
Solve Examine Modify 
Relate  Change Classify 
 
Example: Rather than asking, “Who was the main character in your story?” 
(Knowledge/Comprehension) 
Try: “Examine the main character in this story and tell me how you would have solved 
his/her problem.” (Application/Analysis) 
 
At the Application Level of Bloom’s Taxonomy, we are asking students to move from 
the important Knowledge & Comprehension Levels of learning - to that of a decision 
maker, problem solver, and thinker. Apply their knowledge and comprehension to 
another situation. The following are great questioning techniques you may find helpful at 
home when supporting your child to “reason critically.” 
 
“Do you know another instance where. . .?” 
 
“Could this have happened in.. . ?” 
 
“What factors would you change if. . .?” 
 
“Can you apply the method used to some experience of your own. . . ?” 
 
“What questions would you ask of . . . .?” 
 
“From the information given, develop a set of instructions about . . .” 
 
“Would this information be useful if you had a . . . ?” 
 
This level of questioning provides a child with the opportunity to use information in a 
new way and the latest educational research tells us that when a child uses new 
information in a different way the likelihood increases that the information will be 
retained and learned. 
 
Please join us in our quest to improve our school by talking with your child’s teacher 
about other ways to support Goal 2 of our School Improvement Plan. 


